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The evidence, though merely negative, which these
circumstances afford that government by second
causes is universal, is admitted for all except directly
religious purposes to be conclusive. When either a
man of science for scientific or a man of the world
for practical purposes inquires into an event, he asks
himself what is its cause? and not, has it any natural
cause? A man would be laughed at who set down
as one of the alternative suppositions that there is no
other cause for it than the will of Grod.

Against this weight of negative evidence we have
to set such positive evidence as is, produced in attes-
tation of exceptions; in other words, the positive
evidences of miracles. And I have already admitted
that this evidence might conceivably have been such
as to make the exception equally certain with the
rule. If we had the direct testimony of our senses
to a supernatural fact, it might be as completely
authenticated and made certain as any natural one.
But we never have. The supernatural character of
the fact is always^ as I have said, matter of inference
and speculation: and the mystery always admits the
possibility of a solution not supernatural. To those
who already believe in supernatural power, the
supernatural hypothesis may appear more probable
than the natural one; but only if it accords with
what we know or reasonably surmise respecting the
ways of the supernatural agent. Now all that we